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Please Donate to Keep this Project
Going!

Please help this project continue so that Torah Or and Likutei
Torah will be available to Jews around the world in the language
they understand.

Please become a monthly donor of $18.

Please make vyourself available to the Alter Rebbe,
who wants his maamarim to be available to every Jew
in the world.

Please take 5 minutes and sign up online at
www.Donorbox.org/LearnChassidus to become a
monthly donor of $18.

With these $18 a month, you will have the tremendous merit of having
translated the Torah Or and Likutei Torah, making it available to Jews
all around the world, and will receive the tremendous merit and
blessings that come with that!

For additional sponsorship opportunities, or questions on the project,
email me at lessonsinlikutaytorah@gmail.com
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“Making Ourselves Shine”
(X) Chapter 1

Parshas Emor commands us to keep the Jewish Festivals, the Yomim Tovim.
Included is the mitzvos of bringing the Omer offering on the second day of Pesach,
and of counting the days from bringing the Omer offering until Shavuos:

YXIL? 72 YN 737 :RY M0 98 "0 7371]”  “Hashem spoke to Moshe saying:
DD‘? 1IN TUN YIND ';;_Sm:]j bl un‘m 7N Speak to the Children of Yisrael and
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: s oTwmen e T TR Jand that 1 ogive you, and you will

u;;’yj‘; L ’J?b UAIBIN bR '75 D273 harvest its grain, you shall bring an
[:]EI'DZI NP MIYA NN Omer measure of the first harvest to
the Kohen. He shall wave the Omer [of
harvested grain] before Hashem [in the
Beis Hamikdash], this will bring
Hashem’s goodwill to you, from the
day after the first day of the Yom Tov
of Pesach the Kohen shall wave it.

o¥m ,nawa namen D:‘7 DNI5YY  And you shall count for yourselves

yaw ,nabung miy NX DaRaAn from the day after the first day of
nIY3 NIHN T AP J'I'T)’DJ;'I] mn?w Yom Tov [of Pesach], from the day
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nm onpm oy uvujpg 17500 nyvggjg when you bring the waved Omer

(1010 -1 13 ML) ".['Tl'_? YN offering [in the Beis Hamikdash], they

T * 7" shall be seven complete weeks. Until

after the seventh week, you shall count

up to fifty days, and then [on

Shavuos], you shall bring a new flour

offering to Hashem.” (Vayikra 23: 9-
10, 15-16)

1D N2 W7 KIT "DRN9YY" M The word “nnnbvi-and you shall
(13, X 5xprT) "11BD TAK" count” can be read as an expression of
"~ “shining” as is the term “71bD T2aX-a
radiant stone,” (Yechezkal 1:26)
since it has the same root letters .1.5.0
as the word for “shine.”

The Hebrew root .1.5.0 has various meanings. In this maamar,’ the Alter Rebbe
mentions two meanings: 1- 1199%-to count; 2- N1711BY-shining/radiance.

1 '[“U"? N 'ﬂﬁ"ﬂp 'HU}J' 121 So too, the “Ten ninbY-Sefiros” of
Atzilus are an expression of
“mn bo-radiance.”

The Ten Sefiros of Atzilus are ten modes through which Hashem reveals Himself
to us. In effect, He “shines” His Divine Light to us.

']’WTJ'I'? "I, 'ED'? OR79P1" 1N This is how we can 1nterpret the
31‘373‘7 "DJ'?" 1-11}{1‘” .m'l’BU '“U}] phrase “na% onqbo-(lit. “you shall
count for yourself) :” “You shall draw
down the Ten ninbo-Sefiros of
Atzilus” so that they should shine
“pab-into you” as you exist here

below in the physical world.

The counting of the Omer is not just to count the passing of days leading up to
Shavuos. The inner meaning of this mitzvah is about a special process of shining
Divine Light into ourselves.

$ See the maamar for Parshas Emor 5730, where the Rebbe discusses four different words
using the root .1.5.9, and how they are all connected to counting the Omer.
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In the third chapter of Tanya, the Alter Rebbe mentions that the Divine soul of
every Jew is derived from the Ten Sefiros of Atzilus. To “shine the Sefiros” into
ourselves means to cause all ten soul powers of the Divine soul to become fully
manifest, so that they should reflect their source Above, in the Ten Sefiros. By
increasing in our Torah study and prayer, we bring down Divine Light to help
reveal our Divine soul. This strengthening of our service of Hashem, which
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“shines” the Sefiros into us, will be explained in the maamar.
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To understand this, Pesach is the
time of “Leaving Mitzrayim
(Egypt),” and Shavuos is the time of
the “Giving of the Torah.”

Before receiving the Torah, they
needed to count seven complete
weeks, and only after this were they
able to receive the Torah.

It is written, “The Chayos Angels
Ni¥1-run in yearning for Hashem,
and then 2iw-return to their spiritual
place.” (Yechezkal 1:14) This shows
how Above, in the spiritual worlds,
everything happens in these two
stages of NXi¥7-running in yearning
for Hashem, and then 2iw-returning
to one’s place.

Similarly, Pesach was an experience
of Ni¥7-running in yearning for
Hashem, and Shavuos was an
experience of 2iw-returning to bring
down Hashem’s revelation into our
domain.

We see that Pesach was a NRix1-
running away experience, since the
Jewish People left Mitzrayim in a
hurry, as it is written, “You shall eat
[the Korban Pesach] in haste,”

TR 9T MR NYIR R PV
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(Shemos 12:11) and it is written,
“You left [Mitzrayim] in a rush.”
(Devarim 16:3)

This is because, at that time, the
revelation of Hashem came from
Above, from Hashem’s initiative, as it
says (Hagada Shel Pesach): “We eat
this unleavened bread — Matzah -
because the dough of our ancestors did
not have time to rise before the King
of all kings, the Holy One, Blessed be
He, revealed Himself by saving
them.” This shows that they left in a
great hurry.

However, regarding the Future Era
of Redemption, it is written, “You
will not go out in a hurry, and you
will not travel in a rush,” (Yeshaya
52:12) without needing to hurry,
whereas leaving Mitzrayim was in a
hurry. This shows how it was an
experience of Ni¥7-running from
below to Above in yearning for
Hashem.

This was not the case on Shavuos,
which was an experience of 2iw-
returning to bring down Hashem’s
revelation into our place, since it was
the Giving of the Torah, which is the
revelation of His Will below in the
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physical world, as it is written, “And
Hashem came down onto Mount
Sinai,” (Shemos 19:20) which is the
process of drawing down Hashem’s
revelation from Above to below.

Now, it is written, “You shall
remember the day you came out of
Mitzrayim all the days of your life,”
(Devarim 16:3) and as our Sages say,
“In every generation, each person
needs to see himself as though he left
Mitzrayim,” (Pesachim 10:5) which
means that every day a person needs
to spiritually experience “Leaving
Mitzrayim.”

In the statement of the Sages quoted above, it only says that in every generation
one needs to experience the Exodus from Mitzrayim. Nevertheless, we see from
the verse quoted above, which says that we must remember the Exodus from
Mitzrayim “all the days of our lives,” that it is not just every generation, but every
single day that we must personally relive the Exodus from Mitzrayim.

-OR 'K NATXY" YW NIRRT
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This  spiritual  “Exodus  from
Mitzrayim” happens daily, during
the recital of the Shema, when we
come to fulfill the command that “You
shall love Hashem with all of your
heart, soul, and might,” to the extent
that it takes us out of all of our
limitations, and as we end the recital
of Shema: “I am Hashem who took
you out of Mitzrayim to be your G-
d.”

In Tanya, chapter 47, the Alter Rebbe explains how saying Shema is the idea of
“Leaving Mitzrayim:” The word “D™yn-Mitzrayim,” comes from the word 1¥mn-
limitation. In our case, the limitation referred to is the spiritual limitation that the
animal soul imposes on the Divine soul. The animal soul’s physical desires and
thoughts encompass the person and block out his Divine soul’s desire to connect

(3,T0p DD ."OM¥IAN KY? KT 19XD 1YY DK NIXYY DK am0) ©



to Hashem. When a Jew says Shema and thinks about Hashem’s Oneness and
remembers that the only thing that matters to him in his life is to give himself over
to Hashem, then this enables him to break out of the spiritual limitations created

LESSONS IN LIKUTAY TORAH

by the animal soul.
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Specifically, from the prayer
entitled Baruch She’amar until
Krias Shema is a process of
preparation so that the person
should experience the “Exodus from
Mitzrayim” and fulfill the command
that “You shall love Hashem.”

This preparation involves thinking
deeply into how “the hosts of
Heaven bow to You [Hashem],”
(Nechemya 9:6) and about how we
say in the daily prayer before
Shema, “The Ofanim angels and
holy Chayos angels, with a great
thunderous sound rise facing the
Serafim angels, and say, ‘Blessed is
the Glory of Hashem from His place.’”
And, “The Chayos angels tremble
with awe of Hashem’s Throne,” as
they “lift up and are uplifted
together with His Throne,” and He
has thousands and millions and
countless myriads of angels that
serve Him, and they are all
constantly in a state of complete
selflessness before Him.

This is the meaning of the verse, “To
make known to mankind His mighty
deeds, and the glorious majesty of
imo%n- His Malchus-Kingship.”
(Tehllhm 145:12) This refers to the
“Majesty of His  Malchus-
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Kingship,” which all of the angels
are completely awestruck by. This
feeling of selflessness towards
Hashem comes to them through
their awareness of how “Your
Malchus/Kingship is the kingdom of
all worlds.” (ibid. verse 13)

The meaning of “jma5n-Your
Malchus/Kingship is the kingdom of
all worlds,” is that the life of all of the
worlds is only from the level of
“3maHn-Your Malchus/Kingship of
Atzilus,” which is only like the
“Radiance of His Name.”

A person doesn’t need a name for himself. He uses it to relate to others. In addition,
one’s name doesn’t provide any direct information about the person. Similarly, the
revelation of Hashem through the Sefira of Malchus only reveals Hashem’s
relation to the worlds, not Hashem in His relation to Himself, and the beings
created from Malchus only know that Hashem exists, but have no idea what
Elokus/Divinity actually is. A “Radiance” of His Name means that even the level
of Malchus, His “Name,” doesn’t fully descend to the level of the creations. Rather,
only a glimmer of Malchus, like a light that is reflected off of a mirror from the
original source, descends. This shows how the worlds are many stages removed
from any direct experience of Elokus/Divinity.
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This descent of Malchus to create
worlds is not like how the soul of a
person gives life to the body, where
the essential life-force of the soul is
actually invested into the body.

However, Hashem’s Being and

Essence is “exalted and uplifted”
(Shachris Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur)

from the worlds, and nothing can
‘contain’ Him at all, since He always
was, is, and will be, forever, without
any changes whatsoever, as it is

{15 "2 A nvan not)
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written, “I, Hashem, have not
changed,” (Malachi 3:6) and, “You
were the same before the world was
created, and you are the same after
the world was created,” (Shachris
Prayer) with no change whatsoever,
and nothing can cover over or
conceal Him.

Rather, it is only the “Name of His
Glorious Malchus/Kingship” that is
the source of life and existence of all
the worlds.

Since Hashem Himself is infinitely exalted beyond worlds and creation, to the
extent that the creation of worlds makes no change in Him, whatsoever, the
creation and life of worlds cannot come directly from Him. Rather, it must come
through a myriad of stages and levels that conceal His Infinite Light until only a
“Radiance of His Name,” the level of Malchus, is able to serve as the direct source

of the creation.
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This is the meaning of “jmabn-
Your Malchus/Kingship is the
kingdom of all worlds:” All of the
worlds, even though there are
“thousands and millions,” and
“hundreds of millions” of spiritual
worlds, (Daniel chapter 7) and
actually “there is no limited
number!! to His legions of angels,”

(X, )

! By saying that there is no limit to His legions of angels, it is implied that there is some
aspect of infinity. If so, then how are we saying that only His Light is Infinite? There are

several ways to answer this question.
Here are a few:

1- The worlds themselves are numerous but not infinite, however they can be
subdivided infinitely. Therefore, there can be, in potential, an unlimited amount of
variations of different types of angels that Hashem can have.

2- 2- In “Infinite,” there are many levels, and everything from amongst the created

113

beings that is described as

unlimited,” just means that it is unlimited in some

particular aspect. However, in another aspect, it is limited. For example, an idea is
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(Iyov 25:3) and, “from the earth to
the heaven is a distance of 500 years
of traveling,” (Chagiga 13a)
nonetheless, they are all completely
incomparable to His Light, which is
literally Infinite.

As is known, that even one out of a
hundred million has value, since it is
a small amount that has relative
value when compared to the larger
amount. However, a hundred
million compared to true Infinity
has no relative value whatsoever.

Since the angels understand all of
the above concepts, they are always
totally awestruck before Hashem,
who is Infinite.

When a person will think into all of
the above concepts with deep
concentration, then, automatically,
he will come to ‘run’ in yearning for
Hashem when reciting the Shema, to
fulfill “You shall love Hashem with
all of your heart” and leave all of the
spiritual D™M¥n-limitations and
boundaries of this world.

Since all creations are limited, even
the heavens have a limitation of
“500-year travel distance,” both the
physical and the spiritual creations
are limited, and they cover over and
conceal Hashem’s Light, causing us
to see the world as though it has its
own independent existence and is not

“unlimited” in time. It can exist forever. But, it is limited in context, as to what it

applies to.

Thus, the only true Infinity is Hashem, and His Light is a reflection of His Infinity.
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just an expression of Hashem’s true
Existence; rather the only thing a
Jew should want is to connect to
Hashem Himself, who is truly
Infinite.

m ﬂNY'? - 'DMYN NXWY XKP2 3N This is the inner meaning of
‘7"33 D"?DJ'] inpahaly “Leaving DMMyn-Mitzrayim:” to
leave all DM™Myn-limitations and

boundaries, as explained above.

niny) ﬂngg MKIDMN mb;:wmn This is why, in the Exile in
TN DWW - " NK YT K" :a,n Mitzrayim, Pharoh said, “I do not
N'?" Y .,:7: i M i XY know mm-Havayah,” (Shemos 5:2)

" meaning the name of Havayah, that
M - D’?‘?N ow P15, YT Hashem was, is, and will be without

173}’1_7 101 MM 178 J'l'l’j‘? TNUM  any changes, this name he doesn’t
X7 know. Rather, he only knows the
""" Name Elokim, which causes
Hashem to hide and conceal Himself
so that the world should have its
own seemingly independent
existence.

The four-letter name of Hashem - Yud, Hei, Vav, Hei, - is referred to in Chassidus
as the name Miy-Havayah, which contains the same letters as the four-letter name
but in a different order, since due to its great holiness, it is forbidden to be
pronounced in the order that it is written in. This name, Havayah, represents
Hashem as He is to Himself, beyond being the source of creation for worlds or any
relation to the worlds whatsoever. The name Elokim represents how Hashem
conceals Himself in the process of creation. Pharoh said that he only knows about
Hashem, as He is within the creation of the world, but refused to accept that there
is any Being who is completely beyond worlds. This limited understanding is the
spiritual idea of Exile (aside from the physical Exile the Jewish People endured).
Leaving that perspective, one of only seeing Elokim and not Havayah, is spiritual
liberation.

M NYTIIY - "M NXMYTI K" N This is why he said, “I don’t know
MmYinrnaa  Havayah,” since the idea of Exile is
T 7 " that the knowledge of Havayah is

hidden.
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M K" YW NKMPA DMINW AN This is why we end Krias Shema by

"M K" - " MRYIT WK DJ’P'?N saying, “I am Havayah, your 'G-d

o ", N?ﬁ who took you out of Mitzrayim,”

CeRkE meaning that it is specifically the

level of “I am Havayah” that takes
us out of Exile.

Summary of Chapter 1:

The word “Dn19Ho1-and you shall count” the Omer, is an expression of “N17178Y-
radiance,” meaning we need to shine Hashem’s Light into us to enable our self-
refinement. Pesach is a time of running away from spiritual limitations in our
yearning for Hashem. Shavuos is the time of the Giving of the Torah, when we
bring Hashem’s revelation back down into our world. Between these two times,
we need to count the Omer to refine the animal soul, just like the Jewish People,
who ran away from Mitzrayim with a strong animal soul intact, needed to refine
their animal soul before receiving the Torah. On Shavuos, Hashem’s Essential Will
was revealed to us when He descended on Mount Sinai to teach us the Torah.

We have to remember the idea of Leaving Mitzrayim every day. This happens
when we say Shema properly, which ends with saying, “I am Hashem who took
you out of Mitzrayim.”

We have a spiritual Leaving Mitzrayim by awakening a love for Hashem during
prayer. This happens when think about the fact that all of the angels bow to Hashem
and are totally overawed by Hashem’s exaltedness. They realize that all of the life
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of the world is only from Hashem’s Malchus, a mere “Radiance of His Name,”
that is far removed from Hashem’s Essence, unlike the soul, which is directly
invested in the body. They further understand that all the myriad spiritual levels
are like nothing compared to Hashem, since even Hashem’s Light is infinite, which
is totally incomparable to the highest number. This is unlike the relativity between
a small number and a large number, which can be very distant, but are related
inasmuch as they are both numbers.
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By coming to this understanding, and awakening a love for Hashem, a Jew
experiences a spiritual “Leaving Mitzrayim.”

This is why Exile is associated with “not knowing Havaya,” since spiritual exile
means not perceiving the real truth of Hashem, and redemption means to come to
a yearning for the Essence of Hashem, who is beyond all worlds and limitations.
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Chapter 2

This is the meaning of the saying of
our Sages (Brachos 26b), “The daily
prayers were instituted by our
Forefathers, Avraham, Yitzchok, and
Yaakov.”

On a simple level, this means that Avraham prayed in the morning, establishing
the Shachris morning prayer; Yitzchok prayed in the afternoon, establishing the
Minchah afternoon prayer; and Yaakov prayed in the evening, establishing the

Maariv evening prayer.

The Alter Rebbe will interpret this on a deeper level:

D
-Nxan

STP2-TON DY Nk

;TNITTY TN TR DR U

Meaning: the “Forefathers”
represent the three attributes of
Hashem in Atzilus, known as Chesed-
Kindness, Gevura-Severity, and
Tiferes-Beautiful Blending of
opposite traits,

From which are derived our love
and fear of Hashem, and mercy for

(3 3n1372) 8
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LESSONS IN LIKUTAY TORAH

our Divine soul, which is trapped in
physicality.

These three holy emotions are
embodied in  Avraham, who
embodied love of Hashem, Yitzchak,
who embodied fear of Hashem, and
Yaakov, who embodied arousing
mercy on our Divine soul.

Thus, the meaning of saying that
“Our ‘Forefathers’ instituted the
prayers” is that every prayer consists
of three types of verses
corresponding to the three Forefathers;
Avraham, Yitzchok, and Yaakov.

Meaning, that there are verses
describing Hashem’s Kindness to us,
which help us produce a feeling of
love for Hashem when reciting
Shema, which corresponds to
“Avraham, who loved Me
[Hashem]” (Yeshaya 41:8). These
verses help to reveal the love for
Hashem hidden in the Divine soul,
which is expressed in a manner of
running in yearning to connect to
Hashem.

Through this awakening of love for
Hashem, this leads afterward to the
fulfillment of the verse, “And these
words of the Torah that I [Hashem]
command you today, should be on
your heart, and you shall speak of
them...” (Devarim 6:6-7)

When someone loves Hashem, he will express that love in connecting to Him by

studying Torah.
 oy) TN Y TERAY ON)

Even though, in the second passage
of the Shema, (entitled “Vehaya Im
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/3T 0ODKY Shamoa™) it is written, “And you will
"7 77T gather in your grain” (ibid. verse 14),

This implies that even after experiencing love for Hashem in Shema, he will still
be involved in material occupations, like farming. So, if the love of Hashem can
only be expressed in learning Torah and fulfilling Mitzvos, how can we say that
he truly loves Hashem? Seemingly, after experiencing true love of Hashem, he
should have no interest in any material pursuits?

'[]'DN'?T.\'! yap R nwya I73 DY Nonetheless, one is still expressing his

umyny  love for Hashem, despite his material
" occupation, since he “has made his
Torah study of primary importance
and his mundane work of secondary
importance.” (See Brachos 35b)

Since he is passionate about his Torah study and deep down this is what he is
thinking about all day, the fact that he must be involved in material matters for
many hours a day doesn’t take away his love for Hashem.

(v, 3 npn) "TTTYT YY DT 72" 1

TPV YIND M 17K N3 KTy
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This idea is also expressed in the
verse, “For a man is like a [fruit-
bearing] tree of the field.” (Bamidbar
20:19)

Meaning that just like a tree that
grows from the ground, whose
primary purpose is the fruit it
produces, even though it also has
thorns and leaves and a trunk, but
its primary purpose is just for its
fruits.

So too, with regard to a person, whose
primary purpose is his “fruit,”
meaning his Torah and Mitzvos. As
our Sages say (Sotah 46a), “What are
a person’s main ‘fruits?’ His
Mitzvos.” This is the idea of

(a,m7ni7g) ¥
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“establishing one’s Torah study as
primary.” He must view the
remainder of his bodily needs as
being like “leaves” compared to the
“fruit.”

In other words, establishing whether something is primary or secondary is not
dependent on quantity, but on quality. Most of the tree is its trunk and roots and
the leaves. The fruits are very small compared to the rest of the tree. Nonetheless,
the entire importance of a fruit-bearing tree is the fruit it produces. So too, a person
who truly appreciates the value of Torah and Mitzvos will view them as being of
primary importance, even though the majority of his day he is involved in material
matters.

;1 NATKYY Nan Pah| WYl M This entire change of perspective
DMK NI Xy comes from one’s love of Hashem,
T *  which corresponds to the aspect of

Avraham.

mn THUSJJVJ 123 N - POY? 131 Similarly, Yitzchok corresponds to
xyn) "pIY? 700" - WHIA IR NI the Gevurah-Severity of Hashem,
T T T "7 which produces a fear of Hashem in
(an K9 , ey
a person’s soul, which is the aspect
of “the fear of Hashem of Yitzchok.”
(See Bereishis 31:42)

When someone sees how Hashem uses severity to punish the wicked, this inspires
one’s fear of Hashem. The verses in prayer describing how Hashem uses His might
to punish the wicked help a person reveal his soul’s aspect of “Yitzchok,” the
innate fear of Hashem.

AR N KA 317317 NN The aspect of Yaakov corresponds
to “awakening mercy from Hashem
on his Divine soul.”'t

'8 The maamar mentioned previously that Chesed-Kindness corresponds to Avraham and
love of Hashem; Gevurah-Severity corresponds to Yitzchok and fear of Hashem; and
Tiferes-Beautiful Blending of opposites corresponds to Yaakov and the service of
awakening mercy on one’s soul. The connection between Hashem’s Kindness and His
Severity, and our corresponding love and fear of Him is understandable, since we are
reflecting the type of attribute Hashem is showing.

However, what is the connection between Tiferes-Beautiful Blending of opposites and
awakening mercy on one’s soul?
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This refers to one whose heart is
hard as a stone, and despite
contemplating Hashem’s Kindness,
as described above, he does not
experience a love of Hashem when
reciting Shema.

This is due to his strong connection
to the vanities of this world that
cause him to feel his ego as though
he is separate from Hashem, causing
his heart to be as hard as a stone.

Then, the only advice for this person
is to awaken great mercy on his
Divine soul that is trapped in the
coarse materialism of his animal soul.

This is the meaning of the verse,
“Yaakov who has redeemed
Avraham” (Yeshaya 29:22), as will
be further explained in the maamar.

This is accomplished through the
verses in prayer that request
Hashem’s mercy,

Such as, “Exalted King, in your
great mercies have mercy on us,”
and “Our Father, Merciful Father,
have mercy on us, and place in our
heart understanding to know and

Mercy itself is a blend/combination of kindness and severity. Pure kindness is the desire
to give to all, even those who are totally undeserving. Severity demands that only those
completely worthy receive kindness. Mercy balances these two and asks that anyone who
will truly benefit from kindness should receive it, excluding only those who take kindness
to use it for something bad, but including those who are not truly worthy, but would still
benefit from the kindness. This aspect of mercy is called “beauty,” since the combination
of opposite attributes is “beautiful,” just as a combination of many colors makes a garment

or painting more beautiful.

(ynw nxMp Mia12) v
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discern, perceive, learn, teach,
practice, and fulfill all of the teachings
of Your Torah with love...so that we
will not be embarrassed or ashamed
forever.” (The Blessings before the
Shema)

The meaning of asking to “not be
embarrassed forever,” is:

Now, it is written, “for no man can
see Me [Hashem] and live” (Shemos
33:20). Regarding this, our Sages
said, “In a person’s life he cannot see
Hashem, but when he dies, he can
see Hashem” (Kallah Rabasi 3 and
other places), because, in a person’s
lifetime, his soul is invested in his
body, which covers over and
conceals it, and causes this world to
appear as though it has its own
existence independent of Hashem.

However, when the soul leaves the
body, then he sees that, in truth, the
real existence of the world was really
nothing other than Hashem’s Very
Being and Essence.

This is because Hashem existed before
the word was created, exists now, and
will exist forever, without any
change whatsoever.

The creation of the world made no change in Hashem at all. Before the world was
created, He was the only existence. So too now that we see a world, Hashem is the
only true existence. Otherwise, there would be a change in Hashem’s Oneness, G-
d forbid, by the creation of the world. The fact that there is no change in His
Oneness despite the creation of the world is because it is not separate from Him at

.....
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all, and since it has no independent existence whatsoever, even now Hashem is
still the only true existence.

'7'73 'HU’J'?‘I‘? '7'13’ 17 jak)j 7'l And nothing can clothe and conceal
1-11no-1‘71 Hashem at all, when viewed from His
' perspective, Above.

Even though we see the world as concealing Hashem, it doesn’t hide anything from
Hashem at all, and Hashem sees that there is nothing besides for Himself.

hahEatin\ A ia "1731‘7 nmyv nn mm It was completely “false
Jnyy 192717 W1'7 D'yw-[ 1'7 advertising” that he bought into, to
look at the world as though it has its
own existence, independent of
Hashem.

The world is lying to us by making itself look as though it is separate from Hashem.
Since we see this lie all day, every day, we buy into it.

93w Dy ,TKN? Ty NAT) WA MIX) Then, when a person dies, his
D‘?WU tbalabl ™I NN TNAYm embarrassment will be very great,
Yy 191 2T KITI9KD TR0y since 'fllmost all of h1§ thoughts .afld
: poooTT : TTE pursuits were regarding the vanities
3 Tl?'l'[@ YT RBYIT RITL,WIAN - of this world and its matters, instead
of being primarily focused on Torah
and Mitzvos, as though he and the
world are totally disconnected from
Hashem, and this is extreme
brazenness and disrespect to

Hashem.

When someone is in the presence of a king, and he is focused on his own petty
matters instead of on the king, this is a great disrespect. Similarly, we are always
in Hashem’s presence, and “There is no place where He is not.” Hence, it is
disrespectful to Hashem to be involved in material matters with no intention of
how it will help him serve Hashem. This subtly implies that that place is separate
from Hashem, G-d forbid, and that is why he isn’t focused on Hashem while he is
there.

As the maamar explained before, this doesn’t mean that no one should have any
material pursuits at all. Instead, he should make the Torah and Mitzvos his main
purpose in life, and all his material matters are only secondary, in order to enable
him to learn Torah and fulfill Mitzvos. When his thoughts are constantly on serving
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Hashem, then even in his material pursuits, he is aware of Hashem and not
disrespectful, since his purpose in those matters is also to serve Hashem ultimately.

oM D27 M0t anvpa ]351 Therefore, we ask Hashem, “In
Rl 11293 m ,q_'p'yy Your great mercies, have mercy on
T 7T us, and place in  our heart

understanding.”

ey T]H'-\D 37 '[’31:['7 ] Meaning, we ask for help to
understand things the way they
really are,

nna \UJW'?D TTDWJTTW 'T'W; OK 1M so that while our soul is invested in
n9ana Sva Yo nnxaw Ham P2y our body, we should understand and

Py DWW’?Z} Ravavn X722y D‘.E'WP'WDD perceive how, in trutlf, everything
L T * has no independent existence other

2" WA than Hashem, just like before the
world was created, with no change
whatsoever, as explained above.

XoW 732 - "W DY [ J W1 KA"  The verse asking for mercy concludes,
ST 0y ehan 720K “And we will not be embarrassed...
T T T T 7T T forever,” we are asking for this insight
into reality so that we should not be
embarrassed “forever,” cven after

we die.

2 a"DTAK XTI WK APY7" N This is the meaning of “Yaakov
(Hashem’s mercy) who has redeemed
Avraham (love of Hashem).”
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According to Chassidus (see Tanya chapter 45), the meaning of this verse is that
through the attribute of Yaakov, which is awakening mercy from Hashem on our
Divine soul, we redeem our hidden love of Hashem, the aspect of Avraham.

Summary of Chapter 2:

This is the idea of saying that “the three daily prayers were established by the
Forefathers, Avraham, Yitzchok, and Yaakov.” On a deeper level, the Forefathers
represent love and fear of Hashem, and awakening mercy on our soul.

In the prayers, there are three kinds of verses:

1- Verses describing Hashem’s Kindness that help us awaken a love for Him
in reciting Shema. These correspond to Avraham, who embodied the love
of Hashem. This brings a person to want to increase in learning Torah and
performing Mitzvos, since Torah and Mitzvos are the way to express his
love of Hashem in a tangible and practical way, by connecting to Hashem.
Even throughout the day when he is involved in material matters, his inner
desire will be to connect to Hashem and his material matters will be
secondary to his Torah study and Mitzvah performance.

2- Verses describing Hashem’s Might and Power. These help us awaken a
feeling of fear and awe for Hashem, corresponding to Yitzchok, who
embodied fear of Hashem.

3- Verses requesting that Hashem have mercy on our souls, corresponding to
Yaakov who embodied the service of awakening mercy from Hashem. The
mercy is needed because we are spiritually insensitive to the truth [that
there is nothing beside Hashem], and therefore, our hearts are dulled to the
love of Hashem. We ask Hashem to open our mind and heart to perceive
His true Oneness and experience a true love of Him. This will enable us to
be completely dedicated to Torah study and Mitzvah performance as being
the main goal of our life. This is the meaning of “Yaakov who redeemed
Avraham.” “Yaakov,” which represents awakening mercy from Hashem
on our Divine soul, redeems “Avraham,” which represents our love of
Hashem.

The Tzemach Tzedek adds: There is another opinion in the Gemara (Brachos 26b)
that the three daily prayers correspond to the three daily sacrifices in the Beis
Hamikdash. The daily morning offering, the daily afternoon offering, and in the
night, they would burn the fats and other designated parts of certain offerings on

(J%37Y "8
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the Mizbeiach. The inner meaning behind saying that the daily prayers correspond
to the daily offerings in the Beis Hamikdash is that the purpose of the daily prayers
is not only to reconnect the Divine soul (descended from the Forefathers) with
Hashem. It is also to refine and elevate the animal soul, which is the idea of a
korban-offering.

Thus, the daily prayers accomplish two things: 1- Reconnecting the Divine soul
with its Source in Hashem; 2- Refining and elevating the animal soul to have a
connection to Hashem. These two concepts are the inner meaning behind the two
opinions in the Gemara of whether the daily prayers correspond to the Forefathers
or to the daily offerings in the Beis Hamikdash.

4  Chapter 3

,KIY7 NPm Ky 2" '7; 31 Now, this entire process of running in
why  KYXOIPX ,DMYR NNy yearning to connect to Hashem in the

nmo nrnaa XY 7129 n’|7.1735ﬁ Spiritual. p:‘,oc.ess of “Leaving oMyn-
v ~ Co T 7 Mitzrayim” is only for the Divine
S DRI D"?m" oMyR N soul, which is in exile in the n™yn-
limitations and confinements of the

animal soul and physical world that

cover over it.

Mo nRImyn No" :TW'}_B 'IDNW ‘173:3’1 As Pharoh, who represents unholiness,
"y said, “I do not know Havaya,”
Hashem as He is above the worlds.

Y TIR K" (7, m ) 2NIW NI As it is written, “I [Hashem] will go
MK G, ']5}71‘{ 1K) TN down with you [the Divine soul] to

: ; ;i Mitzrayim, and I will also go back up
- 1" 17 N "
-I;?: n PI?NU W XY, 2Py ‘7 with you” (Bereishis 46:4). This

;3|?¥"f"'1" statement was made specifically to
apyr»-Yaakov, representing only the
Divine soul as it is compacted into a
point, like a letter *“*-yud,” coming
down into the animal soul which is as
coarse as the “apy-heel” of the body.

The name 2py?-Yaakov represents the Divine soul as it must become contracted
and diminished and then descend into the body. That is why it is a combination of
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the letter “7-yud,” representing the soul in its contracted state, and the word “apy-
heel,” representing the animal soul that is as coarse, compared to the Divine soul,
as the heel is, when compared to the brain.

="Y IT PPN I, N2M1%AN 2Py In addition, “apyr-Yaakov is like the
rope of his heritage,” and, “His
people are a part of Havaya.”
(Devarim 32:9)

Just like a long rope, which has one end tied to a very high place and the other end
tied to a very low place, the Divine soul extends from being “a part of Havaya,”
from Hashem as He is beyond creation, all the way down to become invested in
the animal soul.

ORI KN (X9 7 nowa) JINIW NI As it is written, “And Yisrael saw the
- " oAy WK A9 T nxo great ‘hand’ that Havayah used to

g Py Aprhes - tyies  punish Mitzrayim” (Shemos 14:31).
N P'?NU W KNy ’-[;?: '7N'1W 4 This shows that only the Divine soul,

'73'1W7 ;ZSHHQWDD; ﬂ?}] 55'1‘:”7" D - referred to as Yisrael - as in the
WWJ‘_{_" 1N'1'[;'73 ‘7?_{'1\&"_’1_—’33 WRI™D - teaching, “Yisrael came up first in
' ‘ ' .."’JJ mpy Hashem’s  thought,”  (Bereishis
™" 77 Rabbah 1:5), and because the name
“5R11r-Yisrael” is the same letters as
“wixA15-they are connected to my
[Hashem’s] ‘Head’,” - saw how
Hashem, on the level of Havayah,

punished Mitzrayim.

,NW‘l nrma ,yDW'ﬂS’1P3 12 173;’1 So too, in Kerias Shema, when we
1K - "9 NATKY" 9" 0MIYR DR experience running in yearning to

R T connect to Hashem by leaving the
,'T;?Jﬂ H5Nﬂ WBJ‘? N‘?N ‘mitzrayim-limitations’ of the animal
soul through the love of Hashem, this

process is only felt in the Divine soul.

X Dipn Y31 NMIaTwn) Y2K  However, the animal soul still wants

S5 T oy Siaxh vy to eat and have other physical
T Y C enjoyments like an animal.

(MTeT Mrwa v A9 R 2
(1,X M3 NYKT2) 2
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NP KW ,MIRT DK Y2R% 191 To receive the Torah, which is the
Twm ,nmg'y "713733 j]janv J53yn revelation of Hashem’s Essential

-y :7“;,3 Ny DT‘PD m’ﬂ’? WiIlL, as it wc?re, below in this world,
K : : : first, the animal soul also needs to

A[ADANMIIT  pullify its ego to Hashem.

n7am '17?1!1[1 nog Sy 1M1 This is accomplished through waving
(0 nnpie) MNW NI NIV the Omer and counting the Omer, as

: ey ; yyqn it is written, “And he shall wave the
’D;th‘:b g JD'? AW DX Omer before Havayah to bring

MIAT NN NAWI NN Hashem’s goodwill to you, on the day
after the first day of Yom Tov, the
Kohen should wave it.” (Vayikra
23:11)

,ZSD’W_WWU m N '1791}1[1 137 3 Now, the Omer offering was brought
mmaYaxn Xy from barley flour, which is “mmana-
TR *  domesticated animal” food.

,TITANPNA 12 D)W 17VN712 31 Similarly, Above in the spiritual realm,
SOV Mo K there is a level of angels referred to as
TorrTooTEmars * “animals,” known as “the Merkavah-

Chariot Above.”

The prophet Yechezkal was in Exile right before the destruction of the Beis
Hamikdash. He had a prophetic vision of Hashem coming in “a stormy wind...
and raging fire.” He then perceived four angels who were Hashem’s emissaries to
carry out different tasks. These angels were called “ni"q-wild animals.” These
angels are known as the “Merkavah-Chariot” of Hashem’s Divine Presence. Just
like the King travels around in a chariot on various missions, Hashem
accomplishes different things using these angels and the angels under them in
spiritual level. These four angels each had four faces: 1- A man; 2- A lion; 3- An
ox; 4- An eagle. Even though they all had these four faces, they were each facing
a different direction with their “main face,” so that each one had an emphasis on
one of the four faces, even though they also had the other three faces, which were
less pronounced than the main one.

NPD)L.L NP PN ILY DU M]" It was in the 30" year [of the Yovel
(Jubilee)], and I [Yechezkal] was in

JoU Py (322K12,2 K1 25) 03200 13 77 70 OTR” 10D Y IXamy i vy #
(X, 79 MIMm) 2
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I mm N'IBI»-D’UEIS IR AR OGN Exile, the heavens opened and I saw a
' ‘ ‘ [..210 1(7 come from the north Wlth a raging fire

i and light surrounding it...
NNXY D30 YN PN VI MNTARAM]  From this I saw the image of four
OTX 3D 0770 MNTH...00Y9 NNXY 091D VIN) [ar.lgels resembling] “n-wild
;) [DJ;'”?:JW‘?] U ‘7N K ’_J:D[J animals,” each one had four faces and

. o .. four wings... their faces were: the face
L2 ;l'}IS'?] '7'1N73WU79 ny of a man; and the face of a lion on the

(XX 9XpI) "[JIVITXY  right side of all four [angels]; and the
face of an ox on the left side of these
four [angels]; and the face of an eagle
on these four [angels].” (Yechezkal 1:1-
10)

The Mitteler Rebbe explains that the “four faces” are four aspects of the
“Merkavah” angels: The “face of a man” refers to the intellect of these angels; the
“face of a lion on the right side” refers to the love of Hashem of the angels; the
“face of an ox on the left side” refers to the fear of Hashem of these angels; and
the “face of an eagle” refers to the aspect of awakening mercy from Hashem on
themselves.

The angels of the Merkavah-Chariot are called “ni1-wild animals,” and barley is
food for “rTniTa-domesticated animals.” So how are we comparing the angels of
the Merkavah to barley?

syl '7533 M0 The answer is that the word “mmia-
animal,” which usually refers to
domestic animals, can also include
“mnn-wild animals,” as the Gemara
proves from a verse (see Baba Kama
17b).

The Alter Rebbe brings another verse to show how the Divine Presence “stands
on” a group of angels referred to as animals:

oW Ty o1 %Y 2NIW M As it is written (Melachim 1 7:25)
Ny oaw Dy " «(m 1 'x obn) regarding  the “p3-Sea/Pool”  that

XUTW ™o T30Y DI TUbY 72 King Shlomo made as aMlkvah forthe
¢ ToT T "%  Kohanim to immerse in the Beis

(3,17 xR X22) %
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,n;'}v‘?yn Mo n  Hamikdash: “It was standing upon
T 7T twelve statues of cows, three [cows]
facing north, three facing west, three
facing south, and three facing east...”
These twelve cows arranged in four
directions represent the angels of the
Merkavah Above, who were also
facing all four directions,

NV ,(ow) "ﬂi?l])g‘?b Dﬂ"'?}] D’M"  and the verse concludes, “and the “m-
,"['11”7;__m 0" nina Sea/Pool” was resting on them [the
77 77 cow statues] from above.” This “D-
Sea/Pool” that was positioned above the
cows represented “the Sea Above,” a
reference to Malchus of Atzilus.

The sea receives water from the rivers and clouds and doesn’t overflow since it
recycles that water back into rivers and its water evaporates to make new clouds.
So too, Malchus of Atzilus receives all of the Light and Life from the higher
Sefiros, but doesn’t keep it for itself, since it uses that power to create the world.

, AR " NI This level of Malchus of Atzilus is
called “iman  mana-the  General
Source of Animals,” since it is the all-
inclusive source of the angels referred
to as “animals.”

ZIRTANMUNY"2QY  This level of Malchus is called the
Name of Hashem that adds up to “q"2a-
52,” which is the numerical
equivalent of the word “mmana-
animal.”

The letters of Hashem’s Four-Letter Name are 5=1,6=1,5=i1,10=" which adds up
to 26. However, each letter, when spelled out fully, adds up to more, e.g. the letter
»-yud spelled out is 20=T11. There are four ways to fully spell out the letters of
Hashem’s Four-Letter Name. One of them is as follows: 12=m1 10=i11 20="1"
10=111, added up altogether equals 1"2-52. This Name of Hashem represents
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Malchus. The amount of 52 is also the numerical equivalent of the word “rnia-
animal,” showing that Malchus is sometimes referred to as riT2-animal.”

M3 TR NE"™T MM VAW KITY - Malchus is referred to as a mmpma-
animal,” since it is the source of the
angels of the Merkavah, which have
“the face of a lion” and the other
animals mentioned in the verse, quoted
above.

a1/ S h! '7’}7':7 TN 123N This Merkavah mentioned above is
nMIaT-won ,Ninman '7;'7 -ﬁpm the source of all of the physical
' A MR by animals, and of the animal soul of the
TR DIYRIY ,HQD?W person below, in this world, which are

derived from it.

So far, the Alter Rebbe established that Malchus of Atzilus is referred to as “the
General Source of Animals,” since it is the source of creation of spiritual animals
-angels- and physical animals, as well as our animal soul. Now we will explain the
idea that barley is “animal food” as a metaphor for Malchus “consuming” the
sparks of Divinity hidden in angels and in our animal soul, which are referred to
as “barley:”

BTMYY - MWW The word “mivip-barley,” is the same
letters as “'7t myw-Five aspects of
limitation.”

There are five parts of the mouth that enable us to manipulate the air coming out
of our vocal cords into twenty-two different letters. Similarly, our mind possesses
five aspects of limitation that enable us to take abstract or general knowledge into
a detailed, conscious awareness that can be fully understood and explained. These
five aspects of limitation produce the “letters of thought” that we use to process
the details of information. These letters of thought are the source of the letters of
speech. We also have five fingers on each hand that enable us perform detailed
processes.

In their spiritual source, these five aspects of limitation are on two levels of Atzilus:
Bina-Understanding, and Malchus-Kingship/Divine Speech. When Malchus uses
its five aspects of limitation, which it receives from Bina, it is able to create limited
finite beings, such as angels and people.

(2,mp A pon ) #
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These angels and people contain sparks of Divinity (Elokus) from the World of
Tohu, which is higher than Atzilus. When Malchus creates angels and people, and
then reunites them with Hashem, Malchus itself receives an increase in Divine
Revelation from the World of Tohu, which is the ultimate source of several aspects
of angels and of the animal soul in people.

This process of reconnecting the creations with their source and receiving
additional revelation thereby is similar to the process of eating. By eating, we also
elevate the sparks of holiness in the food to their source and thereby receive an
increase in life. This is why angels and our animal soul are like barley: Just like
barley is animal food, so too angels and our animal soul are like “food” for
Malchus, which receives additional revelation by reconnecting both angels and
sould (us) to our source Above.

D"'l'l;;fl\gj’ HUD5W 0™M173N AM11  Meaning that the redeemed sparks of
5ME T TN A oYyy  Divinity that come from below in the
oot T o TrEo TRt Tt creations, which become refined out of
the coarseness of the creations and
become included in Malchus, referred
to as the “General Source of
Animals,” as mentioned above, these
sparks are the “barley” that Malchus,
the “General Source of Animals,” can
“eat,” as it were.

VW ,"Dmwn " MK As we say in the daily prayers, “He
oA, 01 Yoa ohvannw oo [Hashem] creates ministering

5y 797903 NPMA 09I angels;” l.neaning that there are
TS S OEWSTEET T A4S angels which are created new every

day and then become nullified, and
absorbed and included back into their
source in the “General Source of
Animals,” which is Malchus, as
explained above.

N2 Y221 0MIVW 92X107 M Similar to how physical barley is

oY1 933 DwInnn oM ,onYw  consumed by a physical animal here
oo oo T ’13 below, and then new barley grows, to
" be eaten again.
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TOM NI KITW L' MO AN This is the meaning of, “The Kohen
n;-l-mgn; n;vn; nx n'yyn ,ij'yyn shall wave the Omer.” This Kohen

I rry it dy ymy by ooty Pepresents the level of Chesed-
YW~ TS Iy T ‘73'] '7;11] Kindness, which elevates Malchus,

nan i'l'?}] D'? - "”213! ’;1;5'-7" ”7"33 the “General Source of Animals”

Y113  described above. This is accomplished

through waving the Omer of barley,

which is the idea of Malchus that has

“'1-myw-Five aspects of Limitation,”

as described above. This elevation of

Malchus, the “General Source of

Animals,” reaches to a level which is

“before Havayah,” a level beyond and

above the level of revelation of

Hashem’s Name Havayah, as is
known.

Through waving the Omer of barley, which represents Malchus, to the level of
Bina, which is higher than Havayah (Ze’eir Anpin here), this empowers Malchus
to be able to refine and elevate the created beings afterwards.

nmn’ N'?] "NAYI NIHR" 1M This elevation of Malchus to Bina,
nman oynd XITW - "ijp-pyr  which is higher than Ze’eir Anpin, is
o T . _v; represented in the fact that the verse
7[’37.’-.“? LRI describes the day of waving the Omer as
“nawviz namnn- lit. the day after
Shabbos,” and not “2iv o1» nmMAnN -
the day after the Yom Tov of the first
day of Pesach,” since this is a waving
process that elevates Malchus up to the
level of Binah, which is a level beyond
“Shabbos.” In this case “Shabbos”
refers to to Ze’eir Anpin.

There are 10 Sefiros, and from below to above, Binah is the eighth Sefirah.
Shabbos is the 7™ day, representing Ze’eir Anpin, which completes seven Sefiros,
together with Malchus. Thus, Binah, the eighth Sefirah, is represented by “the day
after Shabbos,” i.e. the eighth day.

37 "5p 1,993 YD T Py ] ¥
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This answers the famous question: If the day of the barley Omer offering is always
the day after the first day of the Yom Tov of Pesach, i.e. the second day of Pesach,
then why doesn’t the verse simply say that? Why does it call the day of the Omer
offering, “Nawi1 NmMn-the day after Shabbos,” when it could be any day of the
week and not necessarily the day after Shabbos. In fact, our Sages needed to
explain that “Nnaw NOnR” actually refers to the day after Yom Tov, which is
also called “Shabbos,” since it is also a day of rest, rather than the regular meaning
of Shabbos, which is the seventh day of the week.

The answer given here is that the phrase, “Nawi n1nmn-the ‘day’ after Shabbos”
is a reference to Binah, the eighth Sefirah from below to above. The process of
waving the Omer is to elevate Malchus — “the Omer” — to the level of Binah — “the
day after Shabbos.”

The term ‘day’ represents kindness, light, and revelation. In this case, day refers to
the Sefiros which reveal Hashem’s Light.

The Ten Sefiros from below to above:

Sefirah:

Malchus 1
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The six sefiros | Yesod 2
of Ze’eir Anpin
Hod 3
Netzach 4
Tiferes 5 Also connected to
the Name of
“Havayah”
Gevurah 6
Chesed 7 The seventh ‘day’=
Shabbos
Binah 8 The ‘day’ which is
‘after Shabbos’ and
‘Before/Higher than
Havayah’
Chochmah 9
Keser 10
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Through this waving process, it is then
possible, by way of the counting of the
Omer, to draw down “Makifim-
Encompassing Lights” from Above to
below, into Malchus, referred to as “the
Omer,” and from there to our own
animal soul.

This is the meaning of “ =X DY» DY
TmiyH-Today is one day of the
Omer:” The word “n¥»-day”
represents Kindness and revelation of
Hashem,

As it is written, “By ‘day’ Hashem
commands to send His Kindness.”
(Tehillim 42:9)
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N7 %Y TON NPMA WM Thus, the word when we say “Today is
M3 Yy mnn:‘y -1'7y73 7‘71]73‘773 one ‘day’ of the Omer,” this ‘day’

, . - refers to Hashem’s Kindness Above,
N D:I;j WBJD '[W"lj ’7“3 3 11\[} which we draw down from Above to

KATTIDL  pelow to Malchus, a.k.a. “the Omer,”
in order that this revelation should
specifically reach our animal soul as
well, and enable it nullify its desires to
Hashem.

,"DI1YT7 [ 7395 M) nX PImM]" 3N This is the meaning of the verse, “And
i ‘7y DJ‘?W gl ‘71073 MY 112 he shall wave the Omer before Hashem
R0 T 9y Yy e noppy  DRYfor - your  goodwill,”?
meaning that the purpose of waving the

3 TDW i1 Omer was to enable us to nullify the

‘will’ and desires of the animal soul to

Hashem, and this is accomplished by

drawing down these “Makifim-

Encompassing Awareness”
mentioned above, through counting
the Omer.

The simple meaning of the verse is that offering the Omer brings about a good will
from Hashem towards us. The deeper meaning is that ‘02311¥°-for your goodwill,’
is referring to our will and desire. The intention of the Omer offering and
subsequent counting is to transform the will and desire of the animal soul to
holiness.

What are these “Makifim-Encompassing Awareness?” There are concepts that our
animal soul is able to fully grasp. For example, the idea that Hashem gives life to
the world like the soul gives life to the body. Then there are loftier concepts that
our animal soul is not able to fully grasp, namely, the way in which we are included
in our source in Hashem, and there is nothing separate from Hashem at all. This
higher level of awareness isn’t fully grasped, but it is understood to a certain extent,
and this deep awareness, which is essentially from beyond our realm of direct
experience, stays with us and “hovers” over our conscious, logical awareness of
reality. This awareness “encompasses” our mind at all times and prevents us from
developing an overblown ego, since deep down we know that there is nothing
separate from Hashem.

W7 AT ,"007 DRV AN This is the meaning of “DnbYI- lit.
nman" XY ‘7"3-[ ngh ol Balieyl ‘And you shall count,” but here
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,mg)g‘? - "n;‘?" 2"13 Xp1T "n;@j;j translated as ‘And you shall shine’
HZU?W,IQDM’DU;U'W’SJmﬁTﬂBD'? o2%-Into yourselves,” n.leaning to

T ' DSJi!h ,7“553 draw'down the rev.elatlon of the

B = “Makifim-Encompassing

Awareness,” which come specifically
from the level of Binah referred to as
“the day after Shabbes,” to come
down “n2%-Into yourselves,” in order
to also transform the animal soul, by
nullifying his selfish desires to
Hashem’s Will.

The level of Binah-Understanding is the source of the “Encompassing Awareness”
that help us transform the animal soul’s desires. This means that from a deep
understanding of Hashem’s Oneness and True Existence he will be able to change
the perspective of the animal soul and his desires. The animal soul thinks that the
world, and himself, is separate from Hashem. Therefore, he doesn’t see any
problem being passionate about desiring physical things, since he thinks that
Hashem is removed from the world. Therefore, physical existence is the most real
thing to him. When the animal soul finds out that the world is not separate from
Hashem and that Hashem is the True Existence of everything, then he will
understand that it doesn’t make sense to get so excited about physicality. The
physicality has no substance and value apart from Hashem’s purpose for them. So
really Hashem is what he should be excited about.

This is the inner meaning of counting the Omer: To empower us to come to a new
understanding of Hashem in such a way that we can change the animal soul’s
perspective and feelings.

- "R NX DINMAT OPR" AN This is the meaning of counting the
MW DK IDITW D NN (w0 Omer “from the day when you bring

"n35 ONABOY MK, 10Y" KT the f)me,r offerlng. Meaning, from
AN P e R * the ‘day’ (revelation) that you wave

~ (elevate) the Omer (Malchus) to the
level of “Before Havaya” (Binah),
then “on1bovr-You can shine n2%-
into yourselves,”

MY N0D ™77 Yy "DI7" 1WNN  Meaning that, through counting the
DI v'n oy "'ninay yay"  Omer you will draw down “nnY-into

' "7 77 yourselves” a deeper understanding of

Hashem, so that you can refine the
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seven emotional attributes of the animal
soul, referred to as “seven weeks,”
since each emotion includes the other
six emotions, and thus, each of the
seven emotions has seven aspects,
which total in 49 specific emotional
attributes.

Then, afterward, there can be the
Giving of the Torah on Shavuos,
which is an actual revelation of
Hashem’s Will, from Above to below.

This revelation is higher than that of
prayer, which is the idea of “Leaving
Mitzrayim-Limitation,” through a
running in yearning to connect to
Hashem, when we fulfill “and you
shall love Hashem with all aspects of
your heart, with the emotions of the
Divine soul and of the animal soul,”
when reciting Shema.

This love of Hashem is not total
nullification of ego, since there must
be some ego involved in any feeling of
love.

This is not the case with the study of
Torah, which is Hashem’s actual
words being said through the
person’s mouth.

As it is written regarding Torah study,
(Yeshaya 51:16) “And I [Hashem]
have placed My words in your
mouth.” Meaning, the actual words
that Hashem is saying are coming
through the person’s mouth, like an
angel told Rabbi Yosef Kairo while
reciting Mishnayos “I am the Mishna
itself speaking through your mouth.”
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As our Sages have said (Eiruvin 13b)
regarding different opinions of the
Sages, “This opinion and the other
opposite opinion are ‘The words of
the Living G-d.”” Meaning that they
are actually the words that the Living
G-d is saying, which is an actual
revelation of His Will, below in this
world.

This is the meaning of the verse, “And
you shall speak of them [the words of
Torah].” You will be the one to
actually say the words of Torah that
Hashem says. This is also the level of
loving Hashem “with all of your
soul,” meaning to connect your
thought with Hashem by thinking
words of Torah.

However, our Sages have said,
(Yevamos 109b) “Whoever says that
he only has Torah study without
prayer, then he doesn’t even have
Torah.”

Since he has an ego and he considers
himself as having his own
independent existence, separate from
Hashem, then even when he speaks
words of Torah, it isn’t Hashem
talking through him at all, and
therefore it isn’t the direct revelation
of Hashem’s Will at all.
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For that he needs to first have a
yearning to connect to Hashem, to
“Leave Mitzrayim-Limitations” from
below to Above during prayer.

Through this love for Hashem in
prayer, this causes that “A spirit of
awakening from below brings a spirit
of awakening from Above, to draw
down a spirit of revelation,” since
“An awakening from man below
causes an awakening from Hashem
Above,”

and causes an awakening Above
to draw down Hashem’s Will down
here into this world, as it were, into
our words of Torah study.

The maamar established that through an awakening of love for Hashem during
prayer, Hashem reveals His Will in our words of Torah and thoughts of Torah.
However, in order for this revelation to come down into actual, physical matters,
this revelation must come from a very high source. This is why there must first be
the Omer offering, where Malchus ascends to receive [from Bina] the power to
descend into actual, physical mitzvos and their laws:

3 MYy 0T WA K
1N'?"] /1 N2 DMWY ninn
PYnY wnUKy KT KK

" KT

However, in order for Hashem’s Will
to become invested in physical
matters of Torah and mitzvos, like
Teruma® and Maasar and Korbanos,
a greater effort is required, since “It
isn’t the way of a King to discuss
mundane matters,”

(3,20p 2 po it k) ®
(X, X, T97 X, TOp K, B K pom i) ¥
(2,27 IR NWIB 1aRY IXY) ., unp A pon ) ¥
% Terumah=giving a portion of the produce of Eretz Yisrael to the Kohen, Maaser= giving

ten percent of the produce of Eretz Yisrael to the Levi, Korbanos=offerings in the Beis
Hamikdash.
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A king is involved with matters affecting the entire kingdom, and he has no interest
in dealing with minor details of the maintenance of his palace, with paying the
janitors, etc. There needs to a special reason for the king to get involved in
something that is below his level. Similarly, for Hashem’s sublime revelation to
be revealed in physical matters of Torah and Mitzvos, there needs to be a special
effort from the person in his own personal service of Hashem in transforming his

animal soul.”

127 Y 0Tipn MY M on
STTYY - TV XY 0 DK
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For this, there first needed to be the
process of the Kohen waving the
Omer, which is made of “mmiyw-

barley,” which is the same letters as
“'m myw-Limitation consisting of
Five aspects,” i.e. Malchus, just like
barley is animal food, so too, the beings
created by Malchus are called the “food
of [Malchus,] the General Source of
all Animals,” and the Kohen elevates
Malchus to the level of Binah called
“Before Havayah,” since this level is
higher than the name of Havaya in
Ze’eir Anpin.

5" mm -mmb

The name Havayah, in this context, is referring to Ze’eir Anpin, since in Ze’eir
Anpin there is the attribute of Tiferes-Beautiful Blending of opposites, which
expresses the name Havayah, which has the power to combine opposite aspects of
Kindness and Severity. Since Havayah here refers to Ze’eir Anpin, “Before
Havayah” must mean the level higher than Ze’eir Anpin, which is Binah-
Understanding.

% An obvious question on this statement, that “It isn’t the way of the king to discuss
mundane matters:” Hashem Himself is everywhere, “There is no place where He is not,”
and He is directly involved with every detail of creation. So, what does it mean that it isn’t
the way of “the King” to get involved in physical matters?

The answer is that even though Hashem is directly and personally involved in all details
of physical existence, this involvement is hidden behind the “veil” of nature. From our
perspective, Hashem’s Light is exalted beyond physicality, and we don’t see “the King”
revealed in the physical world (for now). In order to overcome that concealment and see
“the King” in the physical Mitzvos and in their Torah laws, we need to refine our animal
soul and bring about a greater revelation of Hashem to ourselves so that we should see “the
King” in the “mundane matters.”
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NBY M7 5Y 92 MK 1 YT YY1 Through this elevation of Malchus to
mgy_;‘? ings il n;w‘na mi nnwa Binah, thi(?nh a(f)terward, thr;)ugh
., N counting of the Omer, we can brin
yap DD‘? D701 ’"-”'-3“_]’? ~ down tghe “Makiﬁm-Encompassing
D IMNAY Awareness” into Malchus, which is
called “the Omer,” and from there we
draw it down below into our animal
soul, which is also called “the Omer,”
fulfilling the Mitzvah of “na% onqbo-
you should shine into yourselves,” so
that we can refine the “ninaw yaw-
seven ‘weeks,”” i.e., seven emotional
attributes, as each emotion has seven

aspects.

ﬂ'l‘lﬂ"[l'j@ 72 0K m’U‘? '7‘132 171 Through this, we can, afterward,

‘713333 1y M9 KNy ,myuwa experience the “Giving of the Torah”
' 0 Il ﬂ‘l’.m X3 HUD5 on Shavuos, which is a revelation of
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Hashem’s Will here below, as it were,
in the letters of the Torah that we
physically say.

Summary of Chapter 3:

The experience of “running in yearning” for Hashem on the first day of Pesach is
only for the Divine soul. The animal soul is too coarse to be transformed through
a revelation from Above. In order to receive the Torah, Hashem’s Essential Will,
in our physical body and animal soul, we need to transform the animal soul to be
receptive to Hashem.

To help us in this, Hashem gave the Mitzvah of waving the Omer in the Beis
Hamikdash and counting the days of the Omer. The Omer offering was made of
barley, which is animal food. So too Above, there is a level of angels referred to
as “animals,” the angels of the “Merkavah-Chariot.” The source of the “animal”
angels and of our animal soul is Malchus of Atzilus”. The word “riviv-barley”
is the same letters as “'i1 MIyw-Limitation consisting of Five aspects.” This is a
reference to Malchus, which has five aspects of limitation that is uses to create
finite beings. When angels that derive from Tohu are created and reconnected with
their source through Malchus, then Malchus itself receives additional Divine
revelation. This is similar to the process of eating, in which we receive energy from
the spiritual source of the food. This is why Malchus is referred to as “the Omer,”
since it is the source of these spiritual “animals” who are like “rTWw-barley,”
since they are created using “'I1 "Iyw- Five aspects of Limitation.” Malchus
receives spiritual Light from these “barley angels” which it creates, like an animal
that eats barley and new barley grows in its place.”

Thus, the idea of waving the barley Omer offering is to elevate Malchus and
ourselves to the level of Binah-Understanding (called “the day after Shabbos,” or
“Before Havayah), to be able to receive a new revelation from Hashem. Through
the subsequent counting of the Omer, we draw down this new revelation of the

D" "R MY 93 m D91 NIWHIT Y A0 Y 3" AR "Y1 MY DK 20 AW 0Mpn

# In other places it says that Malchus is the source of the Divine soul. Why are we saying
here that Malchus is the source of the animal soul? Malchus itself has two aspects: The
inner aspect, which receives from the Light of Hashem directly. This is the source of the
Divine soul. The outer aspect of Malchus is what descends to create the world. This is the
source of the animal soul, and of the “animal” angels of the Merkavah.

# The idea of “mivip-barley” having the same letters as “'71 2wy-Limitation consisting of
Five aspects” actually refers to two things: 1- It refers to Malchus, which has “Five Aspects
of Limitation” to create finite beings; 2- It refers to the angels and souls that are actually
limited and were created using the “Five Aspects of Limitation.”
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“Makifim-Encompassing Awareness” of Hashem from the level of Binah-
Understanding of Atzilus. This refers to a very deep awareness of Hashem’s
Oneness and True Existence - how there is nothing separate from Hashem at all.
This awareness is so deep that it “encompasses” the mind to a certain extent, since
it cannot be fully grasped and defined in the human mind. It is this deep awareness
that comes into Malchus and into us, enabling us to change the perspective and
desires of our animal soul.

For two reasons, this transformation of the animal soul is a necessary preparation
for Receiving the Torah on Shavuos:

1-

Only through the “awakening from below” in our efforts of transforming
the animal soul is there “an awakening from Above” to bring down His
Will to be invested and revealed in our physical words of Torah and
actions of Mitzvos.

Only through nullifying the ego of the animal soul and its materialistic
desires, do we become refined and receptive to actually receiving the
revelation of Hashem’s Will in ourselves.

Lessons in the Service of Hashem from the Maamar:

In order to experience “Leaving Mitzrayim-Limitations,” we need
to awaken a love for Hashem during prayer, especially when we
recite the Shema. As part of this, we describe the service of the
angels. They tremble in awe before the infinite greatness of
Hashem. Even though the angelic hosts are a great multitude, they
are in awe of the tremendous greatness of Hashem’s Malchus-
Kingship, which is the actual Elokus-Divinity that is creating all the
worlds. This level of Malchus is only Hashem’s “Name,” which He
uses to come down to the level of creation. However, Hashem
Himself is truly infinite and beyond all possible limitations. One
compared to a trillion has a relative value, since a trillion is made
of one trillion ones. However, a trillion compared to infinity has no
relative value whatsoever. So too, there is a relative value of the
smallest creation in this world in comparison to the greatest of the
angels in the highest spiritual realms. However, all the angels have
no relative value whatsoever in comparison to Hashem'’s Infinite
Light, since it is an altogether different category of existence. From
thinking deeply into these ideas, a person will come to awaken a
love for Hashem when they recite Shema.
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Another contemplation that helps awaken love for Hashem: There
are verses describing Hashem’s Kindness throughout the prayers.
When we think about their meaning and Hashem’s Kindness to us,
it helps us come to feel love for Hashem.

If someone’s heart is hard and insensitive, he should ask Hashem
to have mercy on the Divine soul that is trapped in the coarseness
of the animal soul. He should realize that there will come a time
when he will see that there was never really anything other than
Hashem, and this can be very embarrassing to think that we were
living a lie our entire life, thinking that the purpose of life is to
pursue material gain and pleasure, when it all had no real value for
itself, and was only valuable in Hashem'’s service. We should ask
Hashem to have mercy on us and realize the truth that Hashem is
everywhere and the True Existence of everything, and the only
thing we should want in our lives is to connect to Him through our
Torah and Mitzvos. Our material needs should only be whatever is
needed to be able to fulfill Torah and Mitzvos in the physical world.

The inner meaning of “niya N7"9Y-counting the Omer” is to 7"BO-
shine Divine Light into our 7Riy-animal soul. This means to come
to a deeper awareness of Hashem’s Oneness and True Existence. By
developing this deeper awareness of Hashem’s Oneness, that there
is nothing separate from Him, we can nullify our ego and
materialistic desires. This will enable us to truly experience
“Receiving the Torah” on Shavuos in a revealed manner, and to feel
how Hashem is speaking through our words of Torah, and His Will
is truly revealed in our Mitzvos.
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Likutay Torah English translation project:

The original text of the maamarim with NM7121 and punctuation is presented
side by side with a phrase-by-phrase translation and explanation. The
translation of the text is in bold whereas the commentary is in regular font. The
explanations of general concepts that are not directly relevant to understanding
the flow of the maamar are in footnotes.

All of the commentary of the Tzemach Tzedek printed with brackets in the
original Likutay Torah have been moved to the Hebrew footnotes and left
untranslated.

The Goal

The main purpose of this project is to enable the reader to learn the Likutay
Torah in the original. By learning the words, structure, and concepts of the
maamarim, eventually they should be able to learn it by themselves in the
original.

The Ma’amarim of LIKUTEI TORAH and TORAH OR are copyright by the
Kehot Publication Society, a division of Merkos L’inyonei Chinuch Inc., and
are reprinted here with special permission. To purchase the original visit
www.Kehot.com.

I would like to thank: Kehot for permission to use the text of the maamarim,

the administrator of the 7211 77N *VIP? project for helping with the MTIP1

and punctuation, to see any Maamar from Torah Or/Likutay Torah with D171
go to his website www.ChassidutBehirah.com, to R’ Baruch Katz for creating
and managing the website, and Rabbi Yitzchok Miller for editing.



http://www.chassidutbehirah.com/
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Sponsored by:
Rabbi Roberto and Margie Szerer,
in loving memory of
Gladys Szerer-Sarah Bat Shalom Z'"L
Victor Sasson-Victor Chayim Ben Saul Z'L

Enrique Szerer-Hersh Ben Meyer HaCohen Z”L

Andrea Szerer-Leah Bat Chayim HaCohen Z"’L
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Every maamar from the entire Torah Or/Likutei Torah with nekudos and
punctuation is available on:
www.ChassidutBehirah.com

Did you enjoy this maamar? Please consider partnering in this project making
Likutei Torah/Torah Or available to many!

To partner by giving monthly (or one time) go to
www.DonorBox.org/LearnChassidus

To view previous maamarim translations, go to www.LearnChassidus.com

To place a hakdasha in an upcoming maamar, contact me

lessonsinlikutaytorah@gmail.com
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